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Join Us for Our 
Last Club Meeting of the Year 
This Will Be Our Annual BBQ 

Fall Workshops 
We had a beautiful day and everyone 

made quick work of getting the 

Humane Society and Union Printers 

ponds ready for winter.   

Thanks to the following people that 

helped with the Fall Workshops.   

Bob Oatman, Katie Patchin, Allen and 
Linda Burbidge, Rachel Lentz and 

daughter, Dawnmarie Crutcher and 
son, Miriam Blum, Robin and Alan 

Rainville, and Jennings Larson. 

This meeting will begin at 6:30 PM on October 13th 

BBQ Pork, Beef Brisket, BBQ Chicken, Cornbread, Salad, Rolls, and Drinks will be served. 

Please bring a dish or dessert to share. 

We will also be electing members to our Board of Directors.  If you would like to participate as a 

board member nominate yourself by contacting Bob Oatman.  Or, if you know someone that you 

think would be a great addition to our board, nominate them. 

http://www.ppwgs.org
https://www.ppwgs.org/koi/events/meeting/156
https://www.ppwgs.org/koi/events/meeting/156
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President’s Ponderings  

Summer has come and gone.  Fall is here and the time has 

come to begin getting your pond ready for winter.  Although 

my pond is looking great with lots of fully grown plants, clear 

water, and active fish, I know that we could be hit by a winter 

storm any day now.  That being said, it’s time to get the pond ready for winter.  

I’ve already done a major cleaning of my ponds bottom while doing a major water change.  This 

prepared the pond for a dose of Praziquantel and Proform-C (Microb-Lift BSDT) to kill any 

parasites that might be hanging around in the pond. 

Next, I’ll be bringing the tropical plants inside before the first frost.  I hate cutting back all the 

beautiful green plants, so I’ll probably wait until after our first frost and for our usual Indian summer 

to trim back and sink the rest of the plants.  The water will probably be cold, but it’s worth it to me 

to extend the summer a bit. 

Since most of my plumbing is underground, I’ll simply keep a close eye on the weather to 

determine when to shut down the water pump and drain the filtration and plumbing.  Last fall was 

pretty warm so I didn’t shut everything down until December 14th. 

Everything we do with our ponds is dependent on the weather.  So, if you don’t mind the cold 

water, you can extend the ponding season a bit.  Just don’t let all that organic material die and 

sink into the pond. 

I don’t extend a net over my pond for leaves because I mostly have falling pine needles that go 

right through the netting.  I simply have to skim the needles out of the water on a daily basis. 

I want to personally thank everyone who helped keep our club running and active this year.  Sure, 

the Board of Directors is the driving force, but it’s the members that participate in our activities that 

keep our club active.  And without that active participation, the board sometimes finds it difficult to 

find the desire to voluntarily give of their time and effort.  What I’m trying to say is that there is a 

circle going on here.  The more participation we see, the more enjoyment and desire we all find to 

share the hobby we love.  Please make an extra effort next year to become more active within our 

club, and many thanks to those that participated this year! 

I hope you have a wonderful and relaxing winter. 

Stop Fertilizing your pond plants this time of year.  They will begin to go into 

dormancy as the weather cools and won’t need as many nutrients.  If you have 

excess fertilizer still sitting in the soil, it could leach out into your water. 



Winter Water Blues 
Don't let poor water quality make 

you sing the winter blues  

By Greg Speichert  

Editor's Note: This article was originally printed 

in the October 2005 “Peak at Ponds” and was 

reprinted from the November/December 2003 

issue of Water Gardening magazine and is 

reproduced here with permission from Assistant 

Editor Karen Venhuizen.  

Winter can be a challenging time for us pond 

owners. We get restless because we can't be 

outside by the pond as much as we can during 

the summer. Just the same, we know that if we 

don't take care of water quality problems right 

away, we can be in for a real shock come 

spring.  

Here's what to watch for when the temperature 

plummets in the winter.  

Cold water and high oxygen  

Making sure there's enough oxygen in the pond 

water is a common concern in summer, 

especially when the weather gets hot and 

muggy, causing oxygen levels to drop. Luckily, 

winter temperatures don't deplete the pond 

water of oxygen. In fact, oxygen levels are 

generally higher in the winter, since cold water 

holds more oxygen than warm water does. 

Because of the higher oxygen levels in cold 

weather, you don't have to worry as much about 

aeration. If you do decide to aerate, just add a 

fish tank air pump [and air stone] to your pond. 

Keep it near the water surface, in the top 6 

inches of water, near your de-icer. This is very 

important. If the air pump is too deep, it will 

cause convection. Convection works the same 

in a pond as it does in an oven. Basically, it 

causes a turnover in the different layers of 

water, from the warmest at the bottom to the 

coldest at the top. Your fish will naturally seek 

out the water temperature they want, finding the 

layer that suits them best. If you churn up those 

layers, the fish will get too cold or too warm, 

stressing their immunity and making them more 

prone to disease and illness. In colder regions, 

many pond owners elect to completely shut 

down the pump and filtering system they use in 

the summer. There's often nothing wrong with 

this approach. Many strains of beneficial 

bacteria are inactive when pond water 

temperature drops below 40F anyway, so 

biological filtration dissipates during winter. It's 

best to clean the pond properly before cold 

weather arrives, so that you don't have to worry 

so much about mechanical filtration until spring. 

This is crucial if you turn off your pump and 

filtering system for winter. Ammonia, nitrites, 

and nitrates You would think that you wouldn't 

have to worry about ammonia, nitrites, and 

nitrates when it's cold outside. To a certain 

extent this is true. Yet many things can 

contribute to an ammonia spike, or a rise in 

nitrites or nitrates, even in winter. One of the 

most common problems in the winter pond is 

fish food. It is really important not to feed your 

fish in winter. Koi and goldfish are unable to 

digest food during colder months. If they are 

fed, the food will sit in their systems, often 

causing them to become ill. In extreme cases, 

they can even die. Also, uneaten food simply 

rots at the bottom of the pond, and increases 

ammonia, nitrite and nitrate levels in your pond.  

Another common source of ammonia, nitrite, 

and nitrate in the winter pond is dead organic 

matter, such as leaves from trees, dormant 

water plants, and the like. There's nothing like a 

clean pond to keep worries about ammonia at 

bay. The best solution is simple: clean the pond 

for winter. If you do experience a rise in 

ammonia during the winter, use a product to 

bind the ammonia so that it won't harm your 

fish. You can also add snow to the pond, to act 

as a partial water change. Just be careful not to 

change the water temperature too quickly, or 

you'll simply harm your fish even further.  

 

  Continued on Page 4 
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Trapped gasses  

The ice cover that forms over the pond can 

wreak havoc on water quality. By covering the 

pond, the ice traps gasses that can form from 

many sources, most commonly from decaying 

fish food, plant leaves, and fish waste. Pea 

soup algae dies during the winter, falling to the 

bottom of the pond, where it decomposes over 

time. Decomposing organic matter in the pond 

causes a chain reaction that results in the build 

up of methane and other toxic gasses. As the 

harmful gasses accumulate, the amount of 

oxygen in the water becomes compromised, 

harming fish and plants. The condition can 

worsen in late winter and early spring, when 

sunlight warms the water, speeding the chain 

reaction. Fortunately, there are many ways to 

thaw a hole in the ice, so trapped gasses can 

escape before they harm the pond. Floating 

pond de-icers are useful, and can be turned on 

periodically when they are needed most to keep 

a portion of the pond ice-free. A small aeration 

pump, kept just below the pond surface, can 

also help maintain an ice-free area on the water 

surface. Don't use any of the chemicals sold to 

remove ice and snow from roads.  All of them 

are harmful to your pond and fish. 

Changes in pH  

We all know that a swing in pH is harmful to our 

fish, regardless of the season. In winter, the 

most likely culprit of a pH change is too many 

tree leaves or pine needles rotting in our pond. 

The cure is easy, of course, and bears 

repeating: clean the pond before winter sets in. 

In certain parts of North America, especially the 

East Coast, snow is acidic. [In that region] make 

sure to monitor your pH levels closely whenever 

there's a thaw that causes snow to melt into 

your pond. It's at this time that you're most likely 

to experience a pH swing.  

String algae  

You might think that winter is cold, so you won't 

have to worry about algae. This is true when it 

comes to pea soup green algae. It's a 

completely different story when it comes to 

string algae, that long, thready stuff that goes 

by other names (some unprintable), like blanket 

weed and horsehair algae. String algae is 

common, even in winter, because it loves cold 

water, low light, and lots of dissolved minerals. 

That's exactly what it gets in winter. Even 

better, there's no pea soup algae to compete 

with the string algae. There's no need to rush 

out and try to remove string algae from your 

winter pond. In fact, it's actually a good thing (in 

moderation). String algae acts as a biological 

filter, helping to remove nitrates from the pond 

water. If you look, you'll notice that the string 

algae is a bright shamrock green, and that your 

water is crystal clear. If you have too much 

algae or just can't stand to look at it, use an old 

toilet bowl brush to snag the algae and take it 

out of the pond. This winter, make sure you and 

your pond don't, suffer from the water quality 

blues. Check the water periodically, keep the 

pond clean of organic matter, and use a floating 

pond deicer or aeration pump to keep a hole 

thawed in the ice covering the pond. Come 

spring, you and your pond will start out on a 

happy, upbeat note.  

Editor's note:  

In the greater Colorado Springs area, it is 

recommended that the filtration and pump 

system be shut down in late fall until late spring 

to avoid convection and freezing of external 

plumbing and inter-connected water features. 

The use of a de-icers is a matter of choice in 

our area as there are many micro-climates. The 

aeration provided by an air stone is usually 

sufficient to keep a small hole in the ice that 

allows for the gas exchange vital to a winter 

pond. Check your pond daily during the winter. 

If the surface is completely iced over, simply 

pour warm water over the area where the air 

stone is located until there is about a 6" or more 

opening in the ice. If you are not able to check 

your pond daily during the colder months, you 

may consider using a de-icer to keep a healthy 

gas exchange in your pond during the winter 

season. 



PPWGS Important Dates for 2022 

Board Meetings are held on the Thursday after club meetings.  

You are welcome to join us.  Ask any board member for more information. 

Special Dates are highlighted and linked to the website 

   Oct 13, 2022 - October Meeting  (Annual BBQ Picnic) 

Just a reminder that Board Meetings have been changed to the Thursday after the regular monthly 

meeting.  Everyone is welcome at the board meetings.  Ask a board member for more information. 

Print out this page and post it somewhere so you can keep track of our events! 

Board of Directors Nominations and Elections 
This month we will be electing four officers to our Board of Directors, which 
will hold office for the next two years.  We have 3 nominees at this time; 
Tom Taylor, Jay Terrell, and Rachel Lentz.  So, we could use at least one 
more.   If you know of someone who you would like to represent your club – 
nominate them.  And if you’d like to take an active role in leading our club, nominate yourself.  We 
won’t know that you are interested unless you let it be known. 

Approval of nomination will be obtained from those who are nominated.  Remember, we will be 
electing to positions on the Board of Directors.  The board will then decide who will fill which officer 
positions for the coming year. Voting on the nominated people will occur in October. 

Tom Taylor, Shirley Weaver, and Dixie Bickel have completed their 2-year commitments.  Misty 
Rigdon has resigned from her board position. 

Do fish go to sleep when they go dormant over the winter? 
When the days shorten and the water temperature drops your koi will go into what’s called torpor.  This is a period of decreased 

physiological activity that allows them to save energy.  They do essentially hibernate but don’t actually sleep.  Their metabolism 

slows, they eat less and their body temperature reduces right with the water temperature. 

When your fish go dormant they simply float in an upright position with their fins tucked in.  Often times they will hover alongside 

each other, often all facing the same way.  Like they are at the starting line for a race. 

Let them enjoy a peaceful winter’s rest. 

1. Keep a hole in the ice to allow deadly gasses to escape. 

2. Don’t smack the ice trying to open an air hole, doing so can stress your fish.  If you need to open a hole, set a spaghetti pot 

(two handles) full of boiling water on the ice and allow it to slowly melt into the ice. 

3. Add aeration to keep oxygen in the water, but not so much that the water is stirred up. 

4. Keep the pond clean by removing any debris that may blow in such as leaves or pine needles. 

5. Let the fish rest. Once they go dormant, leave them alone. 

https://www.ppwgs.org/koi/events/meeting/157


 
 
 

 

As the year is coming to a close do you have pond related items that you haven’t use in a while?  
Post an ad in our websites Club Classifieds section.   

Maybe one of our members could use what is simply taking up space at your house. 
PPWGS.ORG 

 

Our club now owns an Oase PondoVac 4 which is available for paid club members 
use.  So if you want to clean out your pond and do not own your own pond vac, 

borrow this one and it will make your life easier! 

Please contact Allen Burbidge if you would like to borrow it at 719-574-5176.  

Pikes Peak Water Garden Society Facebook Page: Check it out! 

Check out our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/PPWGS. 

Let’s get more interaction on the page and post interesting photos and 

articles when you find them. Go to the page, LIKE the page, and share it 

on your Facebook feed. If you find a photo or article you would like to 

share on Facebook, you can either message us and we will post it for 

you or you can post it yourself. This will help get the word out about the 

club and let people find out what a water garden is all about!   

Club News 

 
 

Why don't fish like playing basket ball? 

They are terrified of nets. 

Ideas for Meetings 

If anyone has an idea or two for what they would like covered in the monthly meetings, please let Bob 

Oatman know and we will try our best to make it happen! You can send an email to Bob at 

President@ppwgs.org. We would love to hear from you about what you think we should present to the group.  

New Members Needed 

Join the PPWGS for $10 individual and $15 family. Help at our Spring and Fall workshops if you can. Come 

to the monthly meetings from April to October. Meet other pond members and trade ideas and information! 

https://ppwgs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PPWGS
mailto:president@ppwgs.org?subject=ideas%20for%20meetings


New Membership Applications and Membership Dues can be submitted via our new website 

at PPWGS.ORG .  Or, you can fill out the Application/Renewal form below and mail it and 

your payment to the address listed.  

Memberships are considered inactive if dues are not paid by May of the current year.  

(Remember, if you purchased your membership after the pond tour, your membership in-

cludes the rest of this year and all of next year.) 

We are meeting in person again, so it should be a great year. Please continue supporting your 

club by continuing to pay your membership dues. 

https://ppwgs.org/


The deadline for contributions to the Newsletter 
is the 20th day of the month prior to distribu-
tion.  Please submit all articles for publication in 

the newsletter via email to:                                             
editor@ppwgs.org                                         

Your contributions are always welcome and   
encouraged. Editing of your submission may   

occur as content is reviewed and as space       
permits. 

Peak at Ponds 
Submissions 

Have a Great Winter! 
 

See you at the BBQ or next year. 

Peak at Ponds  
Is published monthly during the summer 

months of the year and is the official newsletter 

of the Pikes Peak Water Garden Society 

(PPWGS) 

PPWGS Board of Directors for 2022 

President:  

Bob Oatman    719-465-6731 President@ppwgs.org  

Vice President: 

Tom Taylor 719-444-8844 VicePresident@ppwgs.org  
Treasure:  

Shirley Weaver  719-231-5567 Treasurer@ppwgs.org  
Secretary: 

Misty Rigdon           Secretary@ppwgs.org  
Member at Large: 

Allen Burbidge   719-574-5176 Memberatlarge@ppwgs.org 

Dixie Bickel       719-338-6261 Memberatlarge@ppwgs.org 

PPWGS Coordinators 

Fund Raiser:  Allen Burbidge 

Refreshments:  Linda Burbidge 

Membership:  Allen Burbidge 

Door Prizes:  Allen Burbidge  

Koi Auction:  Bob Oatman             

Pond Tour:  Bob Oatman             

Webmaster:  Bob Oatman             

Newsletter Editor   Dixie Bickel  

Social Media Coordinator:   Dixie Bickel 

 

Koi Food For Sale 
If you need a little more Koi food to make it 

through the fall and early winter, we still have 

some to sell. We are selling 3 lb. bags of Drs. 

Foster and Smith Super Food for $15 each. This is 

much cheaper than purchasing small quantities of 

this high-quality food anywhere else, and it will 

raise some funds for our Club.   

If you are interested in purchasing some please 

contact  

Allen Burbidge at    

719-574-5176. 

 

Continue feeding high-

quality, high-protein 

food thru the fall. 

Simply decrease the 

amount you feed when 

the water temperature 

drops below 60 and 

stop feeding below 50. 

What do you call a fake koi fish? 

 

 

 

 

 

A de koi 
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